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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT THE OPENING OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
RAILWAYS UNION TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE. ADELAIDE. 1 5 / 9 / 7 1 . 
• " 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVITATION TO OPEN THIS CONFERENCE. 
THE AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS UNION CONFERENCE, L IKE STATE PARLIAMENT'S, 
IS CONVENED TRIENNIALLY AND I T ' S A PARTICULAR PLEASURE TO BE ABLE TO 
ADDRESS YOU AT A TIME WHEN WE HAVE A LABOR-MOVEMENT GOVERNMENT IN THE 
STATE. OF COURSE, WORKING ON THE THEORY ADVANCED BY NO LESS A 
POLIT ICAL AUTHORITY THAN THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, OF TWELVE 
YEARS OF UNINTERRUPTED LABOR GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, WE CAN 
LOOK FORWARD TO EQUALLY PLEASANT • ENCOUNTERS FOR YOUR NEXT FOUR 
CONFERENCES. 
EQUALLY HEARTENING, I T NOW APPEARS INEVITABLE THAT YOUR NEXT 
CONVENTION WILL BE DURING THE TERM OF OFFICE OF THE NEW FEDERAL 
^ LABOR GOVERNMENT WITH GOUGH WHITLAM AS PRIME MINISTER. 
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THIS NEW TIDE IN THE FORTUNES OF THE LABOR PARTY NOW NEARING ITS 
FLOOD WILL ENABLE THE REFORMS TO BE IMPLEMENTED WHICH BOTH THE TRADE 
^ J N I O N AND PARLIAMENTARY WINGS OF THE PARTY KNOW TO BE URGENTLY 
NECESSARY. 
LABOR WILL WIN THE COMING FEDERAL ELECTION BECAUSE PEOPLE WANT THE 
POLICIES WE HAVE ADOPTED AND BECAUSE THEY ARE SICK AND TIRED OF 
CANBERRA'S APPARENTLY UNENDING GAME OF POLIT ICAL MUSICAL CHAIRS 
TAKING THE PLACE OF COHERENT GOVERNMENT POLICIES . 
BUT I T ' S GOING TO BE A TOUGH FIGHT, ALL THE SAME, GETTING A 
FEDERAL LABOR GOVERNMENT INTO OFFICE. THE LIBERAL COALITION 
MUST BE EXPECTED TO GET ROUGH WITH THE LABOR MOVEMENT AT THE 
INDUSTRIAL LEVEL. THEY SEE POLIT ICAL MILEAGE IN DOING SO - INDUSTRIAL 
STRIFE IN THEIR BOOK MEANS VOTES IN THE BALLOT BOX. MONEY IN THE BANK. 
THEY'RE GOING TO BE UNSUCCESSFUL, OF COURSE. THE PUBLIC AREN'T I D I O T S . 
AUSTRALIANS APPRECIATE THAT WAGE JUSTICE MUST GO HAND I N HAND WITH 
PROFITS JUSTICE AND PRICES JUSTICE AND THAT YOU CAN'T FINE WUR .ERS 
FOR OFFENCES COMMITTED BY THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
P A G E 3 . 
AND WE'LL ONLY GET ECONOMIC JUSTICE WITH LABOR IN OFFICE IN CANBERRA, 
BECAUSE I T ' S ONLY THE ALP WHICH OFFERS EFFECTIVE NATIONAL POLICIES 
ON PRICES, WAGES AND PROFITS. THAT WE ARE ABLE NOW TO LOOK FORWARD 
TO RETURN OF A NATIONAL LABOR GOVERNMENT IS THANKS IN NO SMALL MEASURE 
TO THE LABOUR MOVEMENT. CERTAINLY THE LIBERALS HAVEN'T SHOWN MUCH 
LEADERSHIP - DESPITE THEIR VARIOUS PRIME MINISTERS. 
THEY AND THE ESTABLISHED CONSERVATIVE ECONOMIC INTERESTS ARE 
TRADITIONALLY INCAPABLE OF ASSESSING AND COPING WITH THE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS NOW FACING US. THEY'VE 5H0WN THIS OVER RETAIL PRICE 
MAINTENANCE, OVER RESTRICTIVE TRADE PRACTICES AND, MORE RECENTLY AND 
MORE SERIOUSLY, OVER RISING UNEMPLOYMENT. I T ' S THE LABOR MOVEMENT 
WHICH HAS SHOWN THE LEAD AND OFFERED SOLUTIONS TO PRESENT DILEMMAS 
AND VIABLE ALTERNATIVES TO WHAT NOW PASSES FOR NATIONAL ECONOMIC POLICY. 
" i ; 
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THE MAIN ECONOMIC PROBLEM NOW FACING US IS RISING PRICES AND CONSEQUENT 
i 
INFLATION. AND YOU CAN'T H A l T INFLATION BY CONTROLLING WAGES j IF 
(PRICES CONTINUE TO BE UNFETTERED. I F THE RECURRENT INFLATIONARY 
| ! 
SPIRALS AND ABSURD STOP-GO BUDGETARY PANACEAS ARE TO END, IT l|S 
ESSENTIAL THAT THIS COUNTRY AS A WHOLE - AND THAT MEANS AT NATIONAL 
i 
GOVERNMENT LEVEL - FINDS A WAY OF CONTROLLING NOT ONLY WAGES BUT 
i ! 
PRICES AND PROFITS AS WELL. A FEDERAL LABOR GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE THE 
WILL TO DO SO. ; , 
i 1 
i , 
MEANWHILE WE HAVE A STATE LABOR GOVERNMENT AND, SINCE OUR RETURN TO 
I , 
OFFICE, WE'VE BEEN WORKING, WITHIN THE VERY DEFINITE L I M I T S OF! STATE 
FINANCIAL POWERS, TO ACHIEVE A GREATER MEASURE OF ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR 
THE WORKER AND HIS FAMILY. 
I ' 
THE OBVIOUS EXAMPLES OF WHAT WE'VE DONE SO FAR, AND ONE I ' M SURE YOU'RE 
ALL FAMILIAR WITH, IS THE NEW WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT. ! I 
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THIS IS NOW A MODEL FOR THE REST OF THE COUNTRY AND AN ACT WHICH 
GIVES WORKERS GREATER PROTECTION THAN EVER BEFORE AND AT A TIME WHEN 
THEY NEED I T MOST. THE RANGE OF CONSUMER PROTECTION LAWS WE'VE 
BROUGHT IN AND WHICH ARE NOW BEFORE PARLIAMENT HAVE THE SAME A I M : 
TO PROTECT THE MONEY IN THE WORKING MAN'S POCKET. THERE ARE OTHER 
MATTERS WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO PUT INTO EFFECT WHICH ARE SPECIFICALLY 
RELEVANT TO RAILWAYMEN. THESE HAVE BEEN DUE IN VERY LARGE PART 
TO THE EFFORTS OF GEOFF VIRGO. AND MAY I SAY THAT RAILWAYMEN 
COULDN'T WISH FOR A MORE FORCEFUL, DYNAMIC ADVOCATE OF THEIR CAUSE 
IN CABINET THAN GEOFF. THE IMPROVEMENTS WHICH HAVE ACCRUED TO 
RAILWAY MEN HAVE BEEN AS A DIRECT RESULT OF HIS ADVOCACY. 
WITHIN A FEW WEEKS OF TAKING OFFICE - AND AS A RESULT OF A SUBMISSION. 
TO CABINET BY GEOFF - SICK LEAVE ENTITLEMENT OF ALL DAILY PAID RAILWAY 
EMPLOYEES WAS DOUBLED FROM A WEEK (AS WAS LAID DOWN IN VARIOUS AWARDS) 
TO A FORTNIGHT. 
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BECAUSE OF THE TERMS OF THE FEDERAL AWARD WE DID SO BY CALLING THE NEW 
ENTITLEMEN "MEDICAL SERVICE LEAVE" . WHATEVER THE NAME, ALL DAILY 
AND WEEKLY PAID WORKERS ARE NOW ENTITLED TO AN ANNUAL FORTNIGHT'S 
SICK LEAVE. 
SHORTLY AFTERWARDS GEOFF INSTRUCTED THAT DAILY AND WEEKLY PAID 
EMPLOYEES SHOULD BE ENTITLED TO A COMBINATION OF FOUR INDIV IDUAL 
DAYS SICK AND MEDICAL LEAVE A YEAR WITHOUT HAVING TO PRODUCE A MEDICAL 
CERTIFICATE. BEFORE THIS THEY COULD CLAIM ONLY TWO SUCH DAYS. 
ANOTHER AREA IN WHICH CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN IMPROVED IS THAT OF SERVICE 
PAY. WE INTRODUCED INCREASES IN SERVICE PAYMENTS FROM 75 CENTS A WEEK 
FOR EMPLOYEES IN THEIR SECOND YEAR OF SERVICE TO S i . 7 5 FOR THOSE IN THEIR 
FOURTH. COMBINED WITH OVER-.AWARD PAYMENTS AGREED TO LAST JULY, 
WORKERS NOW RECEIVE WEEKLY PAYMENTS OF COMBINED SERVICE AND OVER-AWARD 
PAY RANGING FROM $ 3 . 7 5 FOR TRADESMEN IN THEIR FIRST YEAR TO $8 
IN THE FOURTH AND FOR OTHER WORKERS OF $ 2 . 7 5 IN THE FIRST YEAR UP 
TO 3 7 . 0 0 IN THE FOURTH. 
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ALSO SINCE THE LABOR GOVERNMENT CAME TO OFFICE BEREAVEMENT LEAVE HAS 
BEEN EXTENDED TO WEEKLY-PAID EMPLOYEES AND PROVISION HAS BEEN MADE FOR 
PRO-RATA ANNUAL LEAVE FOR SALARIES OFFICERS WHO RESIGN WITH LESS THAN 
TWELVE MONTHS' SERVICE. 
IMPROVED PAY ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE ISLINGTON WORKSHOPS 
AND THERE'S BEEN ACTION ON BEHALF OF YARD STAFF AT DRY CREEK FOR A 
BETTER ACCESS ROAD. 
EFFORTS HAVE ALSO BEEN MADE TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS FOR RAILWAYMEN IN 
RELATION TO COTTAGE RENTS, HAND-OVER TIME FOR GUARDS IN THE PT. LINCOLN 
D I V I S I O N AND INCIDENTAL EXPENSES FOR WORKERS AWAY OVERNIGHT. 
AND RECENTLY, OF COURSE, TRANSPORTATION WORKERS INVOLVED I N THE 
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE WERE PAID TRAVELLING TIME AND PROVIDED WITH FREE 
TRANSPORT WHEN THEY WERE REQUIRED TO RESUME DUTY AWAY FROM THEIR HOME 
STATION - THE FIRST TIME THIS HAS BEEN DONE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND WE'RE 
S T I L L THE ONLY STATE TO DO SO. 
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ALL EMPLOYEES STOOD DOWN AS A RESULT OF THE DISPUTE WERE PAID NORMAL 
WAGES FOR THE TIME THEY WERE STOOD DOWN AND THE SUBSEQUENT DECISION 
bF THE CONCILIATION COMMISSION GIVING INTERIM WAGE RISES TO A . R . U . 
MEMBERS, I F APPLIED AS THE COMMISSION ORDERED, WOULD HAVE MEANT MANY 
EMPLOYEES GETTING A DOLLAR LESS THAN THE AMOUNT OF THE ORDER. 
THIS WAS BECAUSE THEIR NEW TOTAL WAGE WAS LESS THAN THAT OF A TRADESMAN. 
A MINISTERIAL. INSTRUCTION ENSURED ALL EMPLOYEES WOULD GET THE FULL 
INCREASE, IRRESPECTIVE OF OTHER FACTORS. 
THESE ARE SOME OF THE S P E C I F I C S . OVERALL THE GOVERNMENT - AND AGAIN 
I T ' S THANKS MAINLY TO GEOFF VIRGO - HAS EMBARKED ON A CO-ORDINATED, 
FORWARD-LOOKING TRANSPORT POLICY WHICH WILL BE OF FUTURE BENEFIT TO 
ALL SOUTH AUSTRALIANS. THIS WILL INVOLVE THE APPLICATION OF NEW 
TECHNOLOGIES AND NEW METHODS. BUT YOU MAY BE ASSURED THAT, IN ALL SUCH 
PLANNING, THE RAILWAYS WILL HAVE A QUITE V ITAL ROLE TO PLAY. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
P A G E 9 . 
THE NEW COMPROMISE AGREEMENT WE'VE EXTRACTED FROM CANBERRA ON 
LINKING ADELAIDE WITH THE STANDARD GUAGE LINE IS PROOF OF T H I S . 
THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT HAD A SHAMEFUL RECORD OF NEGLECT IN THE AREA 
OF TRANSPORT. ' WE'VE CHANGED THIS AND I THINK RAILWAYMEN AND OTHER 
SOUTH AUSTRALIANS WILL GAIN AS A RESULT. 
AGAIN THANKS FOR ASKING ME HERE TODAY AND I T NOW GIVES ME MUCH 
PLEASURE TO OFFICIALLY DECLARE YOUR CONFERENCE OPEN. 
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